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Chapter 37

Productive Anticip ation
Irit Rogoff* and Florian Schneidero

"The subject is theboundaryofacontinuous movementbetween an inside
and an outside ... Ifthe subject cannot be reduced to an externalized citi-
zenship, can it invest citizenship with force and life ?" (Negri to Deleuze)'

Fflhe visible modes of power, those invested in institutions of governanoa

I bureaucracies, multinational corporations, international agencicr
I military-industrial complexes, media monopolies etc. are relativelyeas

to locate and characterize. But what of emergent configurations of powcrl
Those not sustained bypermanentlyconstituted institutions, and therefore kr
easily discernible, are more difficult not just to locate and characterize, but abo
to imagine as being meaningful. What we are attempting is not just a shift arrer
from institutionalized politics but also awayfrom a principle ofequation whb
is the heart of a representational mode of politics, a mode in which a set d
realities is paralleled by institutional and other representations to which thcr
are seeminglyequal.

Instead of attempting an alternative mapping of forms of power jrr
"coming into vision" we propose a notion of "productive anticipation". Thi

* Irit Rogoffis Professor of Visual Culture at Goldsmiths College and Director of AHIC
'Cross Cultural ContemporaryArts'. She publishes on conjunctions of critical theory, cc
temporary arts and contemporary politics. She is author most recently of Terra Infim -
Geography's Visual Culture (2001) and has recently curated 'De-Regulation with the *,orl J
Kutlug Ataman' (Antwerp, Herzylia, Berlin 200617) and 'Academy - Learning from tL
Museum' (Eindhoven, 2006).
# Florian Schneider is a filmmaker, writer and rerearch activist in the fields of new medr,
networking and open source technologies. He has organised the new media festirt
Makeworld(2001), Neuro(2004) and Borderlineacademy(2005). His latest project is entitld
Dictionary of War, which is a collaborative platform for creating 100 concepts on the issrr d
war, to be invented, arranged and presented by scientists, artists, theorists and activists.
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348 Productive Anticipation

At the heart of our argument is an attempt to "look away" from the centro
of power as defining both the questions that are being asked and the means b(
might have at our disposal to respond to these. Instead we want to focus oi:
attention on the proliferation of "activist" and "participatory" manifestationr
around the globe. It is becoming clear that these are marking the desire ct
people to actually articulate their own questions and find ever more invenrr.r
modes of taking part in the processes that are determining their lives. Equain
that they are doing so in "minor gestures" that don't pretend a wholesar
change but manifest an engagement and an involvement through series oc
minute transformations. It equally exemplifies the very significant sh=
between analysing long lines of developments and acting in the moment.

In addition we have become interested in the exceptionally manifest ax
performative quality of this new sensibility: The sheer numbers of peoFrr
marching, demonstrating, writing statements, making their way to the \\'orr
Social Forum, banding together on the internet, communicating ferociou-'.
figuring out alternative ways of educating themselves for contempor..!'l
needs that are unfathomed by institutions. The new uses of cultural spaces sr-rii
as art institutions, music festivals and international exhibitions as communrtr.
tive forums - all these have clearly moved these activities away from ur
traditional model of "ideological protestz and towards an understanding rhr
there are possibilities for insisting that "one is in the world" and "one is heari'
without rushing to establish new institutional structures that will replace ur
old ones.

The blurred boundaries of what it is and what it means to be inside or ou:
side and the resultant instability of the identities involved in making arr
remaking the world, have led us to shift our attention somewhat from nerv .-::
egories of identity such as global citizenship. Instead the very corc€pt t!
"investment" moves centre stage making clear that it is not the inhabitation ct
power but the processes of intermingling subjectivities with it that is at starc
This "investment" does not imply the outlay, expenditure or the expansion ct
exiting structures. Instead it functions in an "anticipatory" mode, which mea:rr
the translation of a general unease into a series of potentialities. Within ri"-:r
anticipatory mode, procedures are suspended, operating modes are specu-r
tive, issues are just on the cusp of articulation, analysis is not yet possible. In ti:r
mode the subject does not have a clear-cut position or a stable place from r.'hx!
to think its position and therefore acts in a speculative mode. The visible inc:
cators of change are evolving in less formal and structured ways which a-.r
sometimes more difficult to discern since their manifestations are at timo
ephemeral and contingent. What concerns us here is the drive to appropn.:.
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thc r ight  to make changes, the r ight  to t ransf i ) rnr  the pnrtocols l rv u 'h ic l . r
subiccts takc part  in tht 'cul ture of  pol i t ics bot l - r  local lv and global l r ' .  Equal l f  i t  is
tct  aclc l rcss qLlest ions of  hon'people give thenrselves perrr issi l . l l l  11) r , '1 ' r lqq'posi-
t ions rvhen thev have not been askecl  to c lo so,  hou' thev cvolve neu'stratccics fbr
taking part  in cul tural  ancl  pol i t ical  eve nts ancl  processcs, rvhen thcsc c lo not vet
e x ist  l i ' r 'c l ie i t i r rs thcrr  p.rr t icr l ) . l t i ( )n.

lnstc i rd of  ar t  ar ta lvsis onc has to procluce a f lc t io l t  in orcler to have a f iante-
rvork in rvhich to opcratc,  to urasp ar.r  idea ot ' the strcngth ancl  t ranst i r r rnat ivc
powcr that  i t  nr icht  havc to oi fbr .  Pol i t ical  nroverneuts such as the so-cal lecl
. rnt i -g lobal iz i r t ior . r  r lovenrent or cven the notor ious " lnoventent of  l96t t" ,  havc
I tever propel ' lv  er istccl  as tangibl t ' ,  exper i t 'nceablc or c iuest ionable crpre ssions
t l f  p1'r11'sv or counter-porvcr.  ' [ 'hev canre to l i fe as a sort  o i"sclc i i r l  f lc t ion" that  h i rs
proci t rcccl  neu, subjcct iv i t ies and therefbrc has hacl  t rernenclous pcrf i r r r r - rat ivc
ef- fects in thc rvor lc l  -  "ats an operr ing onto the possible" l ikc Gi l les l )e lcuze and
l .c ' l i r  GLr.r t t l r i  prr t  i t :  " \ \ 'hat  counts anrounted to a v is ionan'phenclr t renon, as i f
. l  societv suclc lenlv pcrceived u'hat rvas intolerable in i tst ' l f  and also sarv the pos-
sibi l i tv  of  chanse ." '

( .ontran' to proper f l r tct ional i tv and cpister.r . ro logical  t i rcts,  strch social  f lc-
t it 'rn cloes not onlv refcr to its "constructedness" ancl ven'esscnce oilrcing "r.narie"
or "r ' r taclc up" oi  sonret l . r ing,  as a concoct ion bv rnix ing c l i t fcrent dcsires as
ingrccl icnts f i r r  a schenrc ' th i r t  r r ight  of ' tcr  nor ' rvavs of  l iv ing,  rvorkin{ ol  le i r rn-
in{  togcthcr:  i t  i r rvolvcs u\  in . ln i r t t r tc, i r tarr  l . r 'o iect  l rv eorrs i r lcr i r rg th i r rg,s l rc l i r r t '
thev cxist  proper l t ' in t inrc ancl  bv taking Lrp c levelopnrer l ts that  are not vet  i r . r
p lace. Social  t lc t ion al lou's us to exper i r .ncnt rv i th the possible ancl ,  at  thc sante
t inre,  prociuce narrat ions that resonatc in the present.  I t  is  ant ic ipat ion in the
nrost creativc or procluctive scnsc ancl it nceds to be discernr-cl f ionr reproduc-
l i rc . r l t t i t ip i r t iot t  . ts l )ur( '  Prc-( ' t t t [ r t i rctrc: :  t ] t r t t  t r 'orks ot t  thc l rasis ol- i l  ] ) r ( ' -
. i  ic t . r l r lc  . l  nd I  11 1 j r ' r  1 r ' r l  rcpct  i  t  i  r  i  t  r ' .

Fronr n.r igrat ion to nerv nrecl ia,  in the last  instancc thc c l iscourse of  g lobal-
iz i r t ion is c- l r iven [)r ' inrasinat ive p() \ \ 'crs l r 'h ich are capable of  prodr,rc ine social
t lc t ion t l ' rat  shir t r - rcs the prcser.r t :  the pou,er to i l r t ic ip i r t t 'c i rcrrrrrstr inces as i f  thev
rvere alread] 'g iven ancl  hence thev obtain their  tbrce to act t ra l ize rv l ' r . r t  cr ists . rs
.r  i - i r tu i r l i t r ' .  This neecis to be l inked to the previor,rs point . ' l  he abi l i t i  o l  i l lcgal
l rorc lcrcrossers to i r r . i t ic iprate a rvor lc. l  u ' i t ] ror-r t  Lrordcrs const i tutes their  rcal
t i r reat  to the currct . t t  l lorc ler  rcginres bccausc i t  c luest ions thc u ' i t lc lv propa-
g, . l tcc l  ic lca of  nt igrat ior t  I ranasenrent -  thc paradignr ol 'c l i rcct ins,  t l l tcr ine ancl
.c lect ing In i !af i r torv f l t rxes i r . r  pr inciplc ancl  not  iust  on the basis oian incl i r  ic l r . ra l
. . lsc or bt 'shce'r  r tunrbers.  Or,  thc caPsci l l  of  pesr-111-t ' )ecr or t l les]r . r r ing nct-
rr 'orks to ant ic ipatc f ree ancl  ecluir l  rccess to the sources ol ' r r 'cal th in a kr lon'k ' i luc-
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economy which is the real basis of the superiority of peer-to-peer networkrns
over traditional distribution systems.

Productive anticipation means playing with the unforseeable, unpre.
dictable, uncalculable. The objective of any activity in this respect is what can.
not be forecasted. In so far as it has nothing to do with dreaming about a betrc
world or utopianism, it rejects the quasi-religious connotations of hope; its elc.
mentary openness, its experimental character puts forth a certain asynchronrt
ity and strangeness while being entirely focused on the here and nor.
Productive anticipation marks precisely the unexplicable and unexploitabi<
rest that makes the difference between networking and the ((new €cororn\-
between wild and immanent forms of collaboration and the predictable, pur.
pose-driven nature ofco-operation, between freedom of movement on a glohr
scale and narrow-minded notions of mobility that remain the privilege of a r.en
few or are restricted to only certain aspects.

when addressed through "culture", the implication ofthis conceptual shrn
is that this is not a representational field in which the political developments cz
the material world are reflected. Not founded in analysis or in a set of matern
conditions, the ability to speculate and anticipate becomes central to its forma.
tion and its emergence. culture then transforms from a set of mirroring eft-er.rr
through which you can read various material and systemic shifts, to the staging
ground of irreconcilable paradoxes.

Thus for example the anti-globalization movement has produced an actur
notion of the global, that which it seemingly opposes. As such it is producing r
far more coherent concept of "global" which in turn gets taken up and workec
through the major agencies of global management. It would seem that both r
coherent categoryand its majorpoints of concern, arrived at by an oppositionr.
movement, have in fact become the lynch pins of the official discourse.

We do not see such paradoxes as the "failure" to arrive at an all encompasr.
ing insight or at an operational model except as precisely "anticipatory". Rathc
than creating conditions, dependencies and causalities such notions of specu-
lative anticipation can be characterized by opening up spaces in which no
forms of activities can take place even before they are actually grounded or
rooted in a situation or context. In his speculation on the ferocity of the Chines<
government's response to the protests in Tiananmen Square, Giorplo
Agamben has commented:

What was most striking about the demonstrations of the Chinese May was
the relative absence of determinate contents in their demands (democrac-v
and freedom are notions too generic and broadly defined to constitute the
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rta\ t,\r lccl oi totri l ttt. ant\ thc ()n\\ c()n!rt '  Ic c\cntiutt\, t)-rc t 'c\rlrbr\it.rIr()n ()l
I l t r  \ ' . ro i i r t t rq,  tv i ts i rnnrct i i . r tc lv sr i lntcr ]  ) .  l  h is nr i rkcs the v io lcnce ol  t l tc
5L. i tcr tc. tct t t ) l l \eal l lc \c l t l l torr ' i r rcrplrc.r l r lc . . .  I 'hcnovcl tvol t l tc ! { ) l l i l tg
pi i l i t ic .  rs th.r t  r t  r r  i l l  I ro 1, , t1. . '1 ' t rc.r  struc.glc bct i rccl t  t i )c st . t lc . r r r t l  t l tc  norr-
st i l tc  ,  l t rLnl . ln i t r  r ,  .u. : i  insrrr . r 'norn] t . tb lc: t l t rgclc bctrvccn rr  l r . t tcr  cr  s ingLr l . t r ' -
i t r ' . r i td l l tc  : t . t tc orqanis. t t ion . . .  \ \  h.r t  the : t . r tc L. l l l t ( ) t  t ( ) lcr . l tc  in . r r r r  n,n,
horr 'e icr .  i '  t l r . r t  thc s ingtr lar i t ics f i r lnr . r  col l r r r r r rn i tv rr i thotr t . r l ' l l rnr in, : . r r r
idct t t i t r .  lh. i t  hut l . t r ts co l rc lonS rr  t t l ror i t  Jn\ '  r 'cprc\e utalr l r '  cortr l i t ion o1-
l )c lonqirr ! .  tercn in t l r t ' t i r r rn ol 'a s inrplc p1'g511pp1ysj1j1y11 r . r

\ \ 'h i r t  Agi t r t t l )ct l  is  s i (ctching out,  cvcn in thc nr i t ls t  o l  a rcal  r r is is,  is . l i l  . rnt ic i -
: ) , l tor)  t t ' t r l r lc , . t  \ \ .1\ 'o l  inci icr t t inc a chans.c i r r  thc rLr ics rv i thoul  prescr i l ) ing, .u)
i l l  e nl . l l lVc.

' l  l t t rs i r rocl l rct ivc . r r t t ic iP.r t ion is . i  r t . t t rc lc () t '  pfccipi t . l t i r rc rv i rat  is  not
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t t . t l t i lcst  is  rvhat rr 'c  , ts1,r i1-c to rathcr than tr 'h l t  r r 'c  a l re aciv I tar  c ant l  cr i t ical l r
,p i )osc.  1u a rvol l t l  r r 'hcrc cvcrvthir . rc,  gcts nrocl i t lc t l  a i r t l  nrot l i t la i r ic .  rvhat arc thc
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in another modality and with greater emphasis on subjectivity, conditionr
which exist in the world. Since the demise ofthe mid-twentieth-century motic
of culture as a source for contemplation and edification, an eyer increasrni
pressure has set in to activate audiences and make them "aware". The discourrr
of "accessibility" propagatedbyboth the state and the public institutions of cu.
ture are aimed at providing "points of entry" that forge an illusion of trans.
parency and inclusion. Inadvertently they also espouse what is deemed a-. r
necessary simplification on behalf of a notion of communicativeness. It is tix
role of culture, it would seem, to mediate between two levels of reality; objectir c
and subjective and to put forward a model of translation. Like in any othc
model of translation, clarity and comprehension are its paramount values. Tbc
problem with these discourses of "accessibility", aside from the fact that tho
are deeply condescending, is that they produce a simplification of conditior:.r
that people actually experience as extremely complex and we would argue th.:
instead of producing a simplified comprehension people might be searching
for access to understanding that complexity which determines their lives.

And so instead we might posit an understanding of cultural practiccr
viewed as inventing points of "access" to engaging urgent issues which are r:
the process of articulation. "Access" seems to us to be one of the most urgen:
drivers of contemporary culture. In contemporaneity it is a question o:
"access" - of how do we get to know things?, how do we get to take part lr
them?, how do we work out a position?, how do we intervene, not as a responr
to a demand to participate but as a way of taking over the means of producinc
the very questions that are circulating?

The state of "productive anticipation" we have broached encompasses th<
tension between the desire for "access" and the abiliw to actuallv inhabit th<
conditions and issues that shape our lives.

Direction (directed and undirected participation)

The question that dominates this understanding of participation is "what doc
it mean to take part in culture beyond the roles that culture allots us for thrr
purpose?", beyond being viewers, listeners, visitors, beyond being voten
inmates and fillers of census forms ?

As these, we mostly encounter directed participation in which we are allo:'
ted both roles and protocols to follow. Even in the art world and even withr:
those practices that have attempted to actually thematize participation as ther:
subject, we find mostly instances of directed participation. Throughout thc
1990s we saw many exhibitions that attempted to stage the viewer as an acti\ c

participant :--
less succes::-]"
strategles (): .-
alternative :c
and demcx:-r-r
from Han' - '
Serpentinc t
at Docume:'-i
cated on a ;:
treated likc ::
mazes anrJ rF:

What is.,-
themselr-es :-r
about pro.-crrc
some mecha:
old clothe:. .
choreograpir:
themselves. :.
might har c -.,:the possibii::-,
use of er-en; ,
action. Thc'.<
sumably pcr.r'
cultural nra:<-
realm of thc <r-
an unknorr-r: ::
Situationist -

A coniui . :
would allor. .a
of participal: -c.
scious; gath.:
corner ofonc .
tlve ancl mea----:

Singularitie:

To unpack
The Cominq t ;
that lays no. j-



)nditrr
r,vrnod
1crezq3
liscourn
,nsOfd
of tr-
med rr
s. l t  sL
obhfi
rnv fr
ilua fL
thatb
ondiur
rrgnrtl
s€andl3
iver
Pr-Dlr

rich arl
)st ntFf
restir d
keFar
l res9ilf
)rodql

passcr-
rhdil

whd-
rsful
rg tql

:arc*
sn r-
rnl l
tbd-
;aDdl

Irit Rogoffand Florian Schneider 353

participant in the life of the exhibition. Each one of these exhibitions, more or
less successfullydealtwith issues ofthe representation ofthe marginal and with
strategies of participation within the larger map of culture. All put forward an
alternative to that model of participation determined by the good intentions
and democratic aspirations of curators and organizers. Running the gamut
from Hans Ulrich Olbrist's project 'Take Me I'm Yours" at London's
Serpentine Gallery in 1996, to Christine Hill's far more complex "Thrift Shop"
at Documenta X in 1997 - these exempli&/ the models of participation predi-
cated on a predetermined strategy, its rules set out as if in a game, its audiences
treated like mice in some scientific experiment in which they scuttle through
mazes and pedal on carousels in order to prove some point.

What is so disappointing about such projects is not the effect ofthe projects
themselves but the curatorial assumptions which sustain them - assumptions
about processes of democratizing cultural institutions by giving audiences
some mechanical task to carry out and involving the materials of everyday life:
old clothes, chewed gum, newspapers, anonymous photographs, etc. In these
choreographed games no attention is paid to the power bases of the institutions
themselves, to the needs of the audiences, to the possibility that these visitors
might have something of value and relevance to say, if only given the space and
the possibility and the legitimacy to articulate it. Perhaps most irritating is the
use of everyday materials galvanized to act out some fantasy of democracy in
action. These materials are familiar and not highly valued and therefore pre-
sumably perceived as "popular"l in setting them up a priori as a set of alternative
cultural materials not only is nothing newbeing introduced into the discursive
realm of the exhibition but that very possibility of actually encountering either
an unknown formulation or the unexpected subversive deployment of them, a
Situationist "detournage" of familiar materials, is effectively blocked.

A conjunction of "access" and of "participation" in a contemporary vein
would allowaudiences and publics to set out the questions and to invent modes
of participation, and would allow us to take part also at the level of the uncon-
scious; gathering, muttering, nodding our heads, catching a glimpse from the
corner of one's eye and adding all these together to give some mode of a collec-
tive and meaningful presence.

Singularities

To unpack "singularity" we are using Giorgio Agamben's argument in
The Coming Community that asks how we can conceive of a human community
that lays no claimsto identity; ofhowacommunitycanbe formedofsingularities
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that  ret i rse anv cr i ter ia of  belonging; a conmruni tv r ' ,hose col lect ivc.  b.rrr .
ther thc s l - rared ideological  pr inciples nor the empathics oiaf i ln i tv ant l  .
i t r ' .  The potent ia. l  that  s incular i ty holds out tor  the argr-rnrent prescnrr , ( :
that  i t  opens an al ternat ivc beyond dichotornies of  " thc inci i r . idual"  on :
hancl  ancl  " the social"  on the other.  I r rstead "s ingular i t l , "  posi ts anot l r r , :
of  incl iv ic luals comir . rg toccther in a col lect iv i tv u,hich c lur les i l  nanrcr l  : .
ar-rd a f 'anr i l iar  r rode oiopelat ing.

TI . rc conr ine contntuni tv is rr 'hatever l rc ine. . .  Thc rvh.r tcvcr in t i r . r . , . :
hcrc relates to s ingular i tv nct t  in i ts incl i t fbrence n' i th rcspect to a col l  r - .
propcrt \ ' ( to i r  conccl . r t ,  fbr  exarnplc;  being rc-d,  bcing French, 1. .
\ l t rs l inr)  br"r t  only in i ts bcins such as i t  is .  Sineular i tv is thus t l -cer l  t r ,
thc lar lsc di lenrma that obl iees knorvlcr isc to choose bctrvccn thc incl l . : : '
i tv  o i the indiv ic lual  ancl  t l - re intel l ig ib i l i tv  o i the univcrsal  . . .  In th i .  . ,
cc 'pt ion,  such-and-such being is reclairnccl  f iorn hirv ins th is or l
propcrty,  rvhich ic lcnt i f lcs i t  as bclonging tc l  th is or th i l t  set ,  tc l  th is or.r
c lass ( thc reds, thc Frcnch, t l ' re t r lusl inrs)  -  ancl  i t  is  rcclainrecl  r t t r l
arrothcr c lass nr l r  f i r r  thc s inrplc gcncr ic abscncc oianr ' [ rc ' longins.  [ ' tu l  '
i ts  bcing-sucl t ,  f i r r  belonging i tscl t .  - fhLrs [ re ing-such rvhic l . r  renrrr in '  . ,
stant l i 'h ic ic len in the condi t ion of  l re loncing and rvhich is i t . t  no u 'ar '  . i  : -
prredicate, conres to l ight itselfi The singularitv exp()sc(i irs sr-rch is rvh.tt,-
vor.l want, th:rt is, lovablc.

Thus Agarnben has broached a "conlrLlni tv rv i thoLrt  ic lcnt i t r ' "  dc ' ,
belonging ancl  c ' l r i r .en bi 'c lcsire.  I ts r . r r . r iqr . rc contr ibut ion is that  i ts [ rou:
are not c losed through a fbrn.r  of  negat ivc c l i f fbrent iat i t t l t  rv i th the oth,
prod r.rccs rt completell, ci i ffbrent relat iort al itr ' .

\ \ rh i r tevcr s ingular i tv has no ident i t r ' ,  i t  is  nct t  deternr inate u- i th respc.:  '
a conccpt,  but  nei ther is i t  s imph' inclctcrr l inatei  r i r thcr i t  is  deternrrr ' .
onl l ' throughi tsrelat iontoanic lea,that is, tothe tot . l l i tvoi i tspossibi l i :  -
1-hrough this relat ion,  as Kant saic l ,  s ingular i tv borclcrs al l  possibi l i t r  . ,
thtrs re 'ceives i Is t t t t r r r i t t roda deterrr t i r tato not t ionr i ts part ic ipat iorr  r :
c lcte rnr inate conccpt or sontc i rctLr i r l  prol . rc-r t r '  ( l rc ing rec] '  l t . r l : .
( .onrrnunist  )  l rut  onlv bv nteans oi th is border i t . tg. '

The potent i i r l  of  "s ingular i t r" ' in rel i r t i t t r t  to issues of  "acccss" arnd oi"p. i "
t iou" is that  i t  proposes another rc lat ior t  betrveet l  strbjccts,  one oi  1, .

J.-L.  Nanci 'argues, th is al lorvs us a t ra l ts i t i t l t l  f l -or l l  a col lect ive o1 '
(son'rething) i l t  cot-nntotr"  to one oi" i rc i l tg i t . t  cotr ln lot ' t " .  - l - l . rus "s i l . tc . t r l . , :

anothcr rrode of  re lat ional i t l ' ,  anot l ter  possibi l i tv  o ibui lc l ing con- lnr t r r r : '
aroul td a shared set oi  c la inrs but rather around the shar i r lg of  l l l ( ) l l l .
proxinr i t ies ar-rd af f l l iat ions.
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Collaboration and collectivities

Facing the challenges of digital technologies, global communications, and net-
working environments, as well as the inherent ignorance of traditional systems
towards these, exciting new modes of "working together" have emerged.
Collaboration has become one of the leading terms of a contemporary political
sensibility that characterizes a new generation ofpractices in the fields ofart,
political activism, as well as software development.

In contrast to co-operation, collaboration is driven by complex realities
rather than romantic notions of common grounds or commonality. It is an
ambivalent process constituted by a set of paradoxical relationships between
co-producers who affect one another.

Collaboration entails rhizomatic structures where knowledge is not
arranged around a centre, but grows exuberantlyand proliferates in unforesee-
able ways. In contrast to co-operation, which always implies an organic model
and a transcendent function, collaboration is a strictly immanent and wild
praxis. Every collaborative activity begins and ends within the framework of the
collaboration. It has no external goal and cannot be decreed; it is strict intran-
sitivity, it takes place, so to speak, for its own sake.

Collaborations are voracious. Once they are set into motion they can
rapidly beset and affect entire modes of production. "Free" or "open source"
software development is probably the most prominent example for the trans-
formative power of collaboration to "un-define" the relationships between
authors and producers on one side and users and consumers on the other side.
It imposes a paradigm that treats every user as a potential collaborator who
could effectively join the development of the code regardless of their actual
interests and capacities. Participation becomes virtual: It is enough that one
could contribute a patch or file an issue, one does not necessarily have to do it
in order to enjoy the dynamics, the efficacy and the essential openness of a
collaboration.

In the last instance collaborations are driven by the desire to create differ-
ence and refuse the absolutistic power of organization. Collaboration entails
overcoming scarcity and inequality and struggling for the freedom to produce.
It carries an immense social potential, as it is a form of realization and experi-
ence of the unlimited creativity of a multiplicity of all productive practices.

Ownership

In the juridical sense ownership means exclusive possession or control of prop-
erty. With the increasing digitization of knowledge and immaterial as well as
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nr . l te r ia l  qoot ls.  e re l r . rs i r  i lv  as the ( lctcn) l inar) t  aspect ol 'on'ncrsl t ip is l l t t , r ' .
In()rc prfssur izccl .  lhc loss ol ,  . tncl  cost  1r 'cc "copvir i r i l i t r " 'ot ,  c l ig i t . r l  c , r :
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- l ' l te cr t tcrgcl tcc oi()Pcl t  l iccr ts i l rq t t roclc ls i r r  t l tc  i rce at t t l  oPg1l  s()LlrL( '
\ \ ' . l rc l l roVenlcr l t ,  I ts erf ransion . ts "crc. t t iVc c()nlntons l icrnsc" i r r t0 t l tc  1 lL
cLl l tL l f r l l  l . ro. l r tct ior t  a5 \vcl l  i rs n()n- leqai  l i r rnrs o1' . r1-rpr()pr i . i t i ( )n usLrr l l lv  tL,
. ls  "pir i le \ ' "  shr l rv t l tc  t rcnrcnt ioLrs Llr-gcnc\ ot- i r t r  cnt i r rg,  t rv inq l tncl  cvalrr . r i
r . t l ic t r ' ( ) t 'c()nccpts t ] r . r t  l i rcr l i tatc nrrr l t ip l ic . r t ion rrnci  r r ' i r lcst  possiblc c l i : t :
l ion resarr l less o1' thcir  conrPx{ i [1 i ] i1r  n ' i th thc lcsal  stant l . i r .c ls of ' \ \  este r l
larv.  . \qainst  thr '  r ' is ion ot ' r l ic i ta l  r iuhts nrrrnirgcnrcnt sccn. l r i ( )s u hich ar ' .
pt iscr l  to cnablc a s\ 's tcnr o1'Lontr() l  that  opcr.r tcs i r r  rcal  t i r re . rnci  is  vcr.r
t t i  k i I l  c i 'cr i '  aspect oi  t i r r thcr crcat i \  i t \ ' .  i r  not ion t l i  svndicatct l  orr 'ncr. i '
about to col l re int()  bcing rr  h ich erpl ic i t l r  ( 'nr [ ) r . i rccs asvlrc l r r ( )n ic i t r ' ,  appr
i t t ion ancl  t .ur thcr nrodi l lcat  ion.

\ \ 'hat  I {ar  i  Strnclararn e.r l ls  "piratet i  nrot lcrni t r" '  has inclcccl  l ) . ! ( ) i r  .
b l r - re l ' r r int  o iarrothcr qlobal izrr t ion,  onc thi r t  ( ) [ )e ns up a not iorr  o l ' thc gl t r l r . ,
runs t l r rou{h placcs:
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. t r tc l  . t r . rc l io-r ' idco asscntble r-s,  i t r t lcpcnt lcnt  c.rble ()pcnt() i ' \ . t rc t rs l r . t l l r  p, , r
o l  thc piratc nctrr  ork o1' t l is t  r i [ r r - r t ion,  r r 'h ic l t  i t ]srr  ' t r lcc i ls '  into othtrr  i r , r r l .  ,
thcci t r . ' l 'hccorr . rn.ror l i t ics,r l - thc!()pVarcrr t r l t i  r rsc,rcconr[r iner l , l r -Ce\r ] i
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cvic lcnt ,  copv cul turc pi ts piratr ' t lot lcrr t i tv  r ight  i r r to i r  g lo l r i r l  soci i r l  . , '
l l iet  orr  .1. ' l ln i I i , ,n.  oI  |1 1, |1 'q 11.
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r r rorc l lLrrd anr l  cvasivc contcnrp()r ' i l rv cont lgr t r l t t ior ts ot- thc scl f  .ut t l  o l  ,
shiP bgg1111' la thc nrorc Ll l rpr() l r i . \ i I rg thesc el i i r r ts \ecr l .  I l t  ( ) r ( lcr  t ( )  r '
i rn i rg inatorr  f i r lccs to holc l  Lrp c l r rs.s icalc() l rstrLrct i ( )ns oipt 'ope r t r  in t i r r '  r .
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i r .nnrater ia l  product ion and stretch thc ideologv of  "possessive incl iv idr . ra l isnr"
i lcross the globe, conf l ic t ing concepts of  onnership neecl  to sct  not  onlv svs,
tenrat ical lv denronized and cr iminir l ized, btr t  i r lso ef t lc t ivc lv rrareinal izecl .  In
the last  instance this ivclulc l  require a despot ic horr . rogenizat ion o1-t inte anr l
spt lcc on a global  scale u 'h ich makes the current , . l iscor.rrse of  g lobir l izat ion look
iLrst  l ike a rvalk in the park.

-l-hesc tlr.e tenrs nray be taken as a basis firr creatir,,e investisation ancl
cxperinrentation lvith a series of termir.rologies and nrethoclokrsies tl-rat ntight
be capable of  examining the potent ia l  of  u ' l - rat  i t  could nrean to " invest c i t iz .en-
ship rvith fbrce irncl l i fe". \\ 'hat neecis to be researchecl are processes oisubjecti-
i ' irt ion and - I ike I)eleuze suggests in his ansrver to Ne gri 's qr.resticln that openecl
up this text - "the extent to n hich ther,' elucle both established firrnrs of know-
ledge and the dorrinant fbrms of porver".

C.ultr"rre u,hich has tlrst re-appeared in the debate on globalizatior.r under
the banner oia "Cul tural  except ion" cannot be character ized as an area that
needs to be protected. Instead oi larr-rent ing about the "N{ac\ \ 'or ld",  rve have to
lrelieve in our Do\{'ers to nake rvorld.


